
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

City Hall – 1104 Maple Street 

October 3, 2022 6:00 PM 
 

 

 
 

The city conducted this public meeting using a hybrid model both in person and ZOOM. 

Staff present: City Administrator Jason Wilson, City Attorney Andrea Marquez, Development Services 

Director Doug Beagle, Community Development Director Ryan Windish, Public Works Director Mike 

Dahlem, Police Chief Brad Moericke, Communications Director Carmen Palmer, Deputy City Attorney 

Maili Barber, Chief Financial Officer Kassandra Raymond, Administrative Services Director Jeff Steffens 

and City Clerk Michelle Converse 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE SUMNER CITY COUNCIL WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR 

HAYDEN AT 6:00PM. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation 

Roll Call: Bitetto, Brown, Cole, Hochstatter, Neuman, Reed and Stuard 

 
PROCLAMATION 

1. Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

Police Chief Brad Moericke read the Proclamation into the record. Legal Services Coordinator Noel 

Clark addressed the council on the services the City provides to our residents. 

2. Bonney Lake / Sumner Little League 

Mayor Hayden read the Proclamation into the record. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

MOVED BY HOCHSTATTER, SECONDED BY BITETTO TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA 

CONSISTING OF THE FOLLOWING: 

1. Approval of electronic checks and payments in the amount of $1,123,969.18. 

2. Approval of the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of September 19, 2022, Special 

Study Session of September 19, 2022 and September 26, 2022 Study Session. 

 

PASSED BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

There was none tonight. 
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REGULAR BUSINESS 

1. Unfinished Business 

a. BusUp Master Services Agreement - MIC Transit 

MOVED BY BROWN SECONDED BY NEUMAN TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE FORM OF THE ATTACHED, WITH BUSUP, INC. TO 

PROVIDE MICRO-TRANSIT SERVICE IN THE CITY OF SUMNER, TOGETHER WITH ANY OTHER 

AGREEMENTS REQUIRED TO BEGIN THE TRANSIT PILOT PROGRAM. 

 

Community Development Director Ryan Windish addressed the Council. 

 

DEPUTY MAYOR HOCHSTATTER MOVED TO TABLE IN ORDER TO DISCUSS THIS DURING 

THE BUDGET PROCESS. THERE ARE A SEVERAL ITEMS THAT ARE UNFUNDED NEEDS. 

SECONDED BY STUARD. 

 

PASSED BY ROLL CALL VOTE. 
 
 

DEPUTY MAYOR HOCHSTATTER, ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL READ A PREPARED 

STATEMENT INTO THE RECORD. 

 

“DUE TO RECENT NEW REPORTS, WE BECAME AWARE OF A RACIST MEME SENT BY ONE OF 

OUR FELLOW COUNCILMEMBERS, MR. PATRICK REED, AT HIS PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT. THE 

MEME WAS VERY INAPPROPRIATE AND HURTFUL AND IN NO WAY REPRESENTS OUR VALUES 

AS A WELCOMING COMMUNITY AND THIS COUNCIL AS A WHOLE. WE ARE DISAPPOINTED 

AND DISAPPROVE OF THE COUNCILMEMBER’S ACTIONS WHETHER INTENTIONAL OR 

ACCIDENTAL. 

 

INSTEAD OF SWEEPING THIS UNDER THE RUG, WE WANT TO SPEAK OUT SO THAT EVERYONE 

KNOWS RACIST OR DISCRIMINATORY BEHAVIOR, WORDS AND ATTITUDES ARE NOT 

ACCEPTABLE AND ARE NOT WHO WE STRIVE TO BE. ALL COUNCILMEMBERS CONTINUE TO 

PARTICIPATE IN TRAINING THAT INCLUDES TAKING ACTIONS TO BETTER UNDERSTAND 

PRINCIPLES OF DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION. 

 

SUMNER’S VISION IS TO BE A PROGRESSIVE SMALL CITY WHERE WE WELCOME ARTS, 

EVENTS AND ATTITUDES THAT BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER. WE ARE A CITY THAT 

CELEBRATES ONE ANOTHER, AND WE PROMISE TO UPHOLD THIS VIRTUE. IT IS OUR PRIORITY 

TO RESPECT ONE ANOTHER AND WORK THROUGH THIS TOGETHER.” 
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BASED ON THE BEHAVIOR, DEPUTY MAYOR HOCHSTATTER RECOMMENDS PROCEEDING BY 

ISSUING COUNCILMEMBER REED A WRITTEN REPRIMAND. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER NEUMAN MOVED TO AMEND THE MOTION TO NOT JUST INCLUDE THE 

WRITTEN REPRIMAND BUT ALSO TO REMOVE HIM FROM CHAIR FROM ANY CITY 

COMMITTEES AS WELL AS THE PIERCE COUNTY REGIONAL COUNCIL. 

 

SECONDED BY HOCHSTATTER. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER STUARD PROPOSED A SECOND AMENDMENT TO ADD ON TO THE NEUMAN 

AMENDMENT AND REMOVE COUNCILMEMBER REED FROM ALL COMMITTEES AND ALL 

ASSIGNMENTS. 

 

SECONDED BY COLE. 

 

MAYOR HAYDEN ASKED THE CLERK TO READ ANY COMMENTS RECEIVED. THE CLERK READ 

TWO LETTERS FROM CHRISTINA COOPER AND TRAVIS BUTCHER (both are attached as part of the 

record). 
 

COUNCILMEMBER NEUMAN WITHDREW HER AMENDMENT. 
 

DISCUSSION ENSUED. 
 

COUNCILMEMBER STUARD ELABORATED ON HIS AMENDMENT TO INCLUDE A TIMEFRAME 

OF UNTIL THE END OF NEXT YEAR. 
 

COUNCILMEMBER NEUMAN RETURNED HER MOTION TO THE FLOOR FOR CONSIDERATION. 
 

DEPUTY MAYOR HOCHSTATTER CALLED FOR THE QUESTION. 
 

THE COUNCIL THEN VOTED ON THE AMENDMENT MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER STUARD, TO 

ISSUE COUNCILMEMBER REED A WRITTEN REPRIMAND AND REMOVE HIM FROM ALL 

COMMITTEES UNTIL THE END OF HIS TERM. 

 

VOTING ENDED IN A TIE, WITH COUNCILMEMBERS BROWN, BITETTO AND HOCHSTATTER 

VOTING NO AND COUNCILMEMBERS NEUMAN, COLE AND STUARD VOTING YES. MAYOR 

HAYDEN VOTED YES; AMENDMENT PASSED 4-3. 

COUNCIL THEN VOTED ON THE MOTION AS AMENDED, 

PASSED 4-2 

COUNCIL VOTING YES – STUARD, HOCHSTATTER, COLE, NEUMAN 

COUNCIL VOTING NO – BROWN AND BITETTO 
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Ordinance No. 2835 - ARPA Budget Amendment 

MOVED BY NEUMAN SECONDED BY TO HOCHSTATTER TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 2835 - 

AMENDING THE 2021/2022 BIENNIAL BUDGET ALLOCATING $50,000 TO BE USED FOR A 

RESTAURANT GRANT AND PARKLET. 

 

Community Development Director Ryan Windish addressed the Council. 

PASSED BY VOICE VOTE. 

4. Reports 

a. Council 

Councilmembers Neuman, Brown, Bitetto, Stuard and Hochstatter has nothing to report this evening. 

Councilmember Reed offered an apology 

Councilmember Cole shared an update from the Rainier Cable Commission meeting from September 21, 2022. 

She was happy to report that Pierce County TV received a national programing award, and it included the 

Sumner Welcome In video. They will be holding a special meeting on October 19, 2022, discussion will 

include dissolving the Rainier Cable Commission and what that would look like to the local jurisdictions. 

 
b. City Administrator 

City Administrator Jason Wilson reported on the following: 

 

Upcoming Policy Issues: 

 October 10th Study Session: 

o 2023-24 Preliminary Budget Presentations: 

 Streets 

 General Fund (001) Street Operations 

 Sidewalk Capital (302) Fund 

o 2023 Ad Valorem Property Tax Discussion 

o Heritage Park Remediation Update 

 

 October 17th Regular Council Meeting 

o Public Hearing for the 2023 Ad Valorem Property Tax 

o Resolution – Setting a public hearing for Riverwalk Trail ROW Vacation 

o Purchase and Sale Agreement (Nordyke property) 

o Consultant Contract Agreement - 2024 Comprehensive Plan Update 

o Sumner Springs Reservoir Recoat - Construction Contract Award 

o Town Center: Utility & Woonerf - PSE Agreement for Design Work 

o Town Center: Main and Wood PSE Agreement for Design Work 

o Stormwater Capacity Grant Acceptance 

o Ordinance establishing the 2023 Utility Rates 

o Ordinance amending the Budget for Heritage Park Remediation 

o Consultant Services Agreement Amendment – Heritage Park Remediation 
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 October 17th Special Study Session 

o 2023-24 Preliminary Budget Internal Service Fund Presentations: 

 Fleet 

 Fleet Operations & Maintenance (550) 

 Fleet Replacement (555) 

 Information Technology (551) 

 
c. Mayor 

There was so much pink on Saturday in Sumner! This is one of the largest walks in the region now and it helps 

to keep breast health services and support local. A big thank you to the hosts of this event: MultiCare 

Foundation, The Old Cannery and all the teams and talkers. A bigger thank you to all the Sumner business and 

residents for your patience as we held a 5k through our streets. The City’s team ended up raising $16,000 this 

year – not bad. 

 
5. Executive Session 

 

6. Adjournment 

With no additional business before the council, Mayor Hayden adjourned the meeting at 7:10pm. 

Councilmembers concurred. 

 

 

Attest: 
 

           

Kathy Hayden, Mayor 
 

 

           

Michelle Converse, CMC 

City Clerk 
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