
 STUDY SESSION  
City Hall – 1104 Maple Street 

February 12, 2024 6:00 PM 

 

The city is conducting this public meeting using a hybrid model. The public is welcome to attend tonight’s meeting 
in-person at City Hall (Council Chambers), or virtually by using the meeting access link below.  
 
https://sumnerwa-gov.zoom.us/j/85341584617 
Or One tap mobile : 
    +12532158782,,85341584617# US (Tacoma) 
Or Telephone: 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

  
CALL TO ORDER 
 Roll Call: Bitetto, Bowman, Brown, Cole, Elfers, and Stuard 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS  
 1. Council Vacancy 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  
 
AGENDA SETTING  
 1. Council Meeting Agenda Calendar  
 2. Council Committee Meeting Calendar 
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Per 42.30.110(1)(h) For the purpose of evaluating the qualifications of a candidate for appointment to 

elective office. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 

 

This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities. For individuals who may require special accommodations, please contact the City Clerk at 
(253) 299-5590, 24 hours in advance. 
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STUDY SESSION 
DATE: February 12, 2024 
AGENDA BILL: 24-3975 

 
SUBJECT: Council Vacancy CATEGORY: Information Only 

 
BUDGET IMPACT:   
Expenditure Required: None Within Budget Allocation: N/A 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. C. Pierce Redacted Application 
2. N. Biermann Redacted Application 
3. P. Clerget Redacted Application 
4. W. Moody Redacted Application 
5. D. Maynard Redacted Application 
6. G. Reinke Redacted Application 
   
STAFF CONTACT:  Jason Wilson, City Administrator 

 
SUMMARY BACKGROUND:  Under State Law, the City Council must fill vacant council seats within 90 days of them becoming 
vacant.  Cindi Hochstatter vacated her seat effective 12/31/2023.  The Council Rules outline the appointment process which includes, 
application, interview, nominations and appointment. 
 
The City received nine applications. Three applicants were disqualified, one for missing a signature, one for answering the interview 
questions (not the written ones) and one for not following the rules. The remaining six applicants will be interviewed by the full 
council.  The order of the interviews will be determined by a random draw.  Applicants will be asked to remain outside the chambers 
until it is their turn for the interview--however, they are not required to leave.  Each applicant will have five minutes to respond to the 
following interview questions: 

1. Why do you want to serve on the City Council? 
2. What experiences, talents or skills do you bring to the Council and community that you would like to highlight? 
3. What do you wish to accomplish if appointed to the Sumner City Council? 

 
Following each applicant's interview, Councilmembers may ask follow-up clarifying questions.  Clarifying questions will be limited to 
three (3) minutes per applicant. 
 
Council may adjourn into executive session for the limited purpose of discussing the qualifications of the candidates in accordance 
with state law.  This may be requested by any Councilmember.  No voting or straw polls may be taken in the executive session. 
 
At the February 20th regular council meeting, council will be asked to nominate their choice for Councilmember.  Similarly, at that 
meeting, any Councilmember may request an executive session to discuss an applicant's qualifications. 

 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE/STUDY SESSION:  
MEETING/STUDY SESSION DATE:  
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS/MOTION:   
Conduct candidate interviews pursuant to Council Rules of Procedure. 
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Nicholas S. Biermann 
 

Sumner, WA 98390 
 

 
  

 Education:    
 Bachelor of Science in Atmospheric Science, Univ. of Wisconsin, May 2003 
 Master of Science in Meteorology, Univ. of Oklahoma, May 2010  
 

 Work History: 
▪ Meteorology Expert Team, The Tomorrow Companies/Climacell, Inc., 

Boston (Work-from-home, June 2020 – Present)  
▪ Road Weather Forecaster, Narwhal/Weathernet, Salt Lake City, and 

then later in Bellevue, WA (November 2015 – May 2020) 
▪ Hydrometeorologist, Vieux, Inc., Norman, OK (July 2009 – March 2015) 
▪ Weather forecaster, Weather or Not, Inc., Shawnee, KS (August 2008 – 

July 2009) 
 

Other Positions Held: 
Adjunct Faculty/Instructor for 4-year colleges and 2-year community colleges: 

University of Oklahoma (December 2007) 
Rose State College, Midwest City, OK (August - December 2015) 
Utah Valley University, Orem UT (August 2016 – May 2017) 
Salt Lake Community College (August 2016 – December 2017) 
 

Community Involvement: 
➢ Friends of the Ryan House Committee under Sumner Historical Society 
➢ FairVote Washington – House Bill 2250 to increase voter participation 
➢ Weather education/teacher training; public outreach programs/workshops 
➢ Graduate School Representative, School of Meteorology/Univ of Oklahoma 

➢ Volunteer for the Women’s Resource Center, Norman, OK 
 

Civic Engagement: 
  - Attending city council meetings in person and virtually 
  - Participating in the legislative process at local, regional, and national levels 
  - Jury Duty, Seattle Municipal Court, August 2019 
  - Voting wherever I live: from Wisconsin to Oklahoma to Utah to Washington 
 

Other skills: 
Computer and information technology – conducting meetings over Zoom/Teams 

Written and verbal communication with clients, co-workers, students, others 
Photography –interest in weather/nature but also documenting news & history 
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Answers to Supplemental Questions 

As submitted by Nicholas S. Biermann, Applicant 

1. What is your vision for our City and community? 

Answer: My vision is for Sumner to be known as a community where our shared 

history is treasured in the present and is incorporated into a blueprint for future 

growth. With proper planning and foresight, the historical gems that make 

Sumner a unique and charming town can serve as anchors of a vibrant and 

thriving community even as the City faces significant suburban development 

pressure in the coming years and decades.  

I also envision Sumner as a City where all members of the community are 

respected. This means promoting an environment in which citizens feel their    

input is important and will be taken into account when the City and the Council 

make decisions that affect the future for all of us. Citizen input should be sought 

after and valued, regardless of whether you have lived here a lifetime or have only 

recently “Come on in.”  

2. What are three highest priorities and/or issues you believe the City needs to 

address? How would you propose the City address these? 

Answer:  

- Improve communication between the City and residents. I have heard numerous 

residents express that online notice is not sufficient for important meetings and 

events. I recommend sending out an information newsletter in leaflet form that 

contains a timeline of upcoming City Council meetings. A simple piece of paper will 

work, but it must include specific information about how to provide public input. 

- Increase civic engagement opportunities for citizens to ask questions. Encourage 

more direct involvement with City staff and Council. Actively seek public input on 

new projects instead of waiting for residents to speak up when there is a problem. 

-  Manage growth while preserving the historical charm and the “small-town feel” 

of Sumner. The City already faces considerable pressure from urban sprawl, and 

these concerns will only increase in the coming years. It is imperative to work now 

to preserve the gems from Sumner’s past and promote the story of Sumner by 

integrating our history into the present and future. 
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3. What strengths would you bring to the Council? 

Answer: I would bring a fresh perspective to City Council. I do not have experience 

in city government, but I do have a history of civic engagement and community 

involvement wherever I have lived. I also bring a willingness to ask questions when 

needed and seek clarity where appropriate. I will act to gather all available 

information and make the most-informed decision possible. I would seek input 

from the citizens of our community, meet with residents, and use their insight to 

set focused priorities that steer the direction of our City on a course for success.  

4. Explain your current and past community involvement and/or service on City, 

nonprofit, or public boards, committees, task forces, or commissions, and how 

this has contributed to the Sumner community. How is this relevant to the 

position of Sumner City Councilmember? 

Answer: I have always been actively involved and engaged in the communities 

where I have lived. Locally here in Sumner, I have attended city council and 

commission meetings, both virtually and in-person, even before the Ryan House 

was a topic of discussion. My most recent involvement here in Sumner has focused 

on efforts to raise public awareness and conduct fundraising for the Friends of the 

Ryan House Committee and the Sumner Historical Society, a 501(c)(3).  

I have also been a part of larger regional and state community programs, in 

particular the non-profit FairVote Washington, which seeks to increase voter 

turnout and participation in an otherwise increasingly partisan political world. The 

right to vote is particularly important to me, and I vote in elections wherever I live. 

Whether from Wisconsin to Oklahoma to Utah to here in Washington State, I 

actively participate in selecting the representatives who make our laws and chart 

our direction. 

Furthermore, in every community I live in, I make a concerted effort to “Leave the 

place better than I found it.” This may mean donating time packing food at a 

community food bank, serving as student representative in graduate school, 

organizing events for new incoming students, or being on-call at the Women’s 

Resource Center to help with the response when crisis calls come in. During my 

time here in Sumner, I have been inspired to volunteer time and energy to help 

Save the Ryan House. This same spirit, along with a desire to be a proactively 

involved member of my community, now lead me to seek a position on the Council. 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA CALENDAR             Updated February 8, 2024
CA – CONSENT AGENDA      ES – EXECUTIVE SESSION      NB – NEW BUSINESS 
UB – UNFINISHED BUSINESS       P – PRESENTATION       PH – PUBLIC HEARING    PR - PROCLAMATION

FEBRUARY 20 RCM (Tuesday)
CA Resolution No. XXXX - METRO Animal Services Donation Acceptance
CA Systemic Horizontal Curves Improvements - Consultant Contract Award
CA Public Works Trust Fund Loan (there’s a chance this one will get bumped out another month)
CA Resolution No. 1667: Recreation & Conservation Office (RCO) Grant Authorization Signature
CA Heritage Park/Main Street Visioning – Consultant Contract Amendment
NB Council Appointment—Nominations and Appointment
NB Ordinance No. 2869 - Sumner Municipal Code Update - 13.48 Stormwater Management Regulations
NB Ordinance No. XXXX – Utility Base Fee Code Update (M. Kosa)

NB Ordinance - Essential Public Facilities (A. Siegenthaler)

FEBRUARY 26 SS
• Government Speech Policy
• RV Dump Station

MARCH 4 RCM
NB Ordinance No. XXXX – Cultural Arts Commission Code Amendment (R. Windish)

MARCH 11 SS
• Library Update
• 6-Year Transportation Improvement Program

MARCH 18 RCM
NB Council Committee Assignments 

MARCH 25 SS
• 2023 Financial Review
• 2024 Programmatic Changes
• Parks and Trail Plan Update

APRIL 1 RCM

APRIL 8 SS
• Emergency Management Presentation

APRIL 15 RCM

APRIL 22 SS

MAY 4 (Saturday) Council Retreat 9-3

MAY 6 RCM

2/13      All-Staff        Sr. Center
5/4        Council Budget Retreat
5/14      All-Staff        Sr. Center
9/12      All-Staff        Old Cannery
8/7        EE BBQ        
12/10    EE Breakfast 

Page 36 of 39



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA CALENDAR             Updated February 8, 2024
CA – CONSENT AGENDA      ES – EXECUTIVE SESSION      NB – NEW BUSINESS 
UB – UNFINISHED BUSINESS       P – PRESENTATION       PH – PUBLIC HEARING    PR - PROCLAMATION

Pending
MISC. MISC. WHITE RIVER RESTORATION PROJECT

Public Memorial Policy Ordinance – Refuse Collection 
(Code Enforcement)

CA   State Homeland Security Program 
Grant Acceptance for Small Unmanned 
Aerial System 

Bond Issuance for Operations Facility

Ordinance Insurance Requirements
Resolution XXXX – Emergency Incident 
Sheltering MOU

Sign Code Update (off premise) Rainier Cable Commission  ILA

CTR Ordinance Update Ordinance No. 2839: Pretreatment 
Code Update

Short Term Rentals School Impact Fee Update
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February 2024

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 
 1 2 3

  
  
  

  
 
   6:00PM CANCELLED
   Planning Commission
   

  

 5 6 7 8 9 10
  6:00PM
  Regular Council Meeting 
  (Hybrid)      
   6:15PM
  Special Study Session
   (Hybrid)

  4:00 PM  
  Public Works Committee    
  (Hybrid)

   
   

  
  4:30PM
  Forestry/Parks Commission
  (Hybrid)

 12 13 14 15 16 17
   
  6:00PM
 Study Session
  (Hybrid)

   
  

  
   6:30PM CANCELLED
   Design Commission    
   (Hybrid)

  

  4:00PM
  Finance Committee
  (Hybrid)    
  

  

 
 
 

 

 19 20 21 22 23 24
    
  RECOGNIZED HOLIDAY  
  CITY HALL CLOSED

 
  6:00PM
  Regular Council Meeting
  (Hybrid)

  4:00PM
  Public Safety Committee
  (Hybrid)
  6:30PM Special Meeting
  Design Commission    
   (Hybrid)

 
  6:00PM
  Cultural Arts Commission   
  (Hybrid)

 26 27 28 29
 
  6:00PM
  Study Session 
  (Hybrid)

  
  5:00PM
  CD Committee   
  (Hybrid)

   
   

Meeting dates and times may change. Please contact City Hall to confirm this information prior to any meeting you plan to attend. These meetings are accessible to 
persons with disabilities. For individuals who require special accommodations, please contact City Hall at (253) 299-5500, 24 hours in advance.

Name:  Michelle Converse, CMC  
Title:       City Clerk      

City of Sumner
1104 Maple Street | Sumner, Washington 98390
253-863-8300
Website: www.sumnerwa.gov
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STUDY SESSION 
DATE: February 12, 2024 
AGENDA BILL: 24-3977 

 
SUBJECT: Per 42.30.110(1)(h) For the purpose of evaluating the qualifications of a 
candidate for appointment to elective office. 

CATEGORY: Information Only 

 
BUDGET IMPACT:   
Expenditure Required: None Within Budget Allocation: N/A 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS:     
STAFF CONTACT:   

 
SUMMARY BACKGROUND:   
 

 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE/STUDY SESSION:  
MEETING/STUDY SESSION DATE:  
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS/MOTION:   
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