
  CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
City Hall – 1104 Maple Street 

May 19, 2025 6:00 PM 

The city conducted this public meeting using a hybrid model, in-person and on the Zoom platform. 

Staff present: Wilson, Marquez, Windish, Kosa, Johnstone, McCurdy, Steffens,  Palmer, 
Beagle, Littrell, Moe, Jorgenson 

THE MEETING OF THE SUMNER CITY COUNCIL WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY 
MAYOR HAYDEN AT 6:00PM. 

CALL TO ORDER 
Pledge of Allegiance  
Invocation David Barnes 
Roll Call: Bitetto, Bowman, Clerget, Cole, Elfers, Kenna and Reinke 

PROCLAMATION 
1. National Public Works Week 
Public Works Director Michael Kosa and Economic & Community Development Director Ryan 
Windish introduced two members of the Public Works Department: Cemetery Field Supervisor 
Kevin Jorgenson and Public Works Operator II Lyle Moe. They then read the proclamation into 
the record. 

PRESENTATION 
1. Main and Wood – American Public Works Association Project of the Year Award
Tina Nelson, Chair of the American Public Works Association Projects Committee, spoke about
the project and the criteria used to select the award winner. She congratulated the City2. Public
Works Director Michael Kosa, Public Works Deputy Director Alisa O’Haver-Ayala, and
Engineering Specialist Courtney Littrell on the successful project.

2. South Sound Housing Affordability Partners
Economic & Community Development Director Ryan Windish introduced Jason Guither,
Manager for South Sound Housing Affordability Partners. Mr. Guither gave Council an overview
of the Capital Fund Project.

CONSENT AGENDA 
MOVED BY BOWMAN SECONDED BY BITETTO TO APPROVE THE CONSENT 
AGENDA CONSISTING OF: 
1. Contract Amendment for Senior Center Services
2. Consultant Contract Award - Safe Built
3. Heritage Park Remediation - Consultant Services Amendment
4. Puget Sound Energy Agreement for Operations Facility Power Service
5. Puget Sound Energy Agreement for 29th Street East Street Lighting
6. Resolution No. 1720 - Puget Sound Energy Conservation Grant Agreement Years 4-6

7. Phase 2 Cemetery Irrigation Improvements - Construction Contract Award
8. Approval of the minutes from the May 5th, 2025, regular council meeting and the Mayr 12th,
2025 study session.
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PASSED BY VOICE VOTE. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
There was no Public Hearing tonight. 

REGULAR BUSINESS 
1. Unfinished Business
a. Ordinance No. 2926 – Partial Right-of-Way Vacation – Highland Street / 142nd Avenue

East
 MOVED BY CLERGET SECONDED BY ELFERS TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 2926 - 
PARTIAL RIGHT-of-WAY VACATION – HIGHLAND STREET / 142ND AVENUE EAST. 

 Deputy City Attorney Doug Ruth addressed the council. Since this item had been brought before 
the Council in the form of a Public Hearing on May 5, 2025, there were no public comments 
taken by the Mayor. 

 PASSED BY ROLL CALL VOTE. 

2. Public Comment
Tina Burnett, 228 Sumner Avenue. Spoke about the Ryan House
Melissa Fox, 16913 8th Avenue East, Spanaway. Spoke about Heritage Park.
Randall Adams, 15013 63rd Street Court East, Sumner. Spoke about the Ryan House.
Nick Biermann, 5802 Parker Road East. Spoke about community involvement and the Ryan
House.
Julie Norris, Chervenka Avenue. Spoke about the Ryan House.

3. New Business
a. Planning Commission Appointment – Hou

MOVED BY ELFERS SECONDED BY KENNA TO APPROVE AMY HOU TO A PLANNING 
COMMISSION APPOINTMENT TO A TERM BEGINNING IN MAY 2025 AND EXPIRING IN 
APRIL 2026. SECONDED BY KENNA. 

Economic & Community Development Director Ryan Windish spoke to the topic. Ms. Hou was in 
the audience and was introduced to Council. 

PASSED BY ROLL CALL VOTE. 

4. Reports
a. Council

Councilmember Reinke shared that he had the honor of attending the Law Enforcement Memorial 
service, describing it as an emotional event. He noted 65 law enforcement officers have been killed in 
the line of duty in Pierce County. With Memorial Day approaching, he wished everyone a safe and 
enjoyable long weekend. 

Deputy Mayor Bowman echoed comments regarding the upcoming Memorial Day weekend and 
shared her anticipation for summer and warmer weather.  On May 9, 2025, she and Economic and 
Community Development Director Ryan Windish attended a Pierce County Economic Development 
Board meeting and provided an update to the public and Council. She also noted that the Sumner Main 
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Street Association is looking for volunteers for Rhubarb Days, June 21 and 22. If you are interested 
more information is on the Sumner Main Street Association website. 

Councilmember Kenna thanked Lyle and Kevin for attending the meeting and extended 
congratulations to the City on the award for the intersection project at Main Street and Wood Avenue. 
Councilmember Cole thanked Lyle and Kevin for their work in the City and shared her appreciation 
for seeing the goats in the Rivergrove neighborhood. She reported attending the Pierce County 
Regional Council meeting on behalf of Councilmember Elfers. 

Councilmember Clerget announced the Public Safety Committee meeting for May 7th is cancelled. He 
also acknowledged the Public Works Department. 
Councilmember Elfers shared his recent experience attending a graduation ceremony. He spoke on 
several current topics, including parking concerns raised during the Community Development 
Committee meeting, community use of parks, trails, and reservations, and how the state budget is 
affecting local businesses and impact fees. He shared his appreciation for the public’s input and 
emphasized the value of respectful dialogue. 

Councilmember Bitetto thanked the Public Works Department. She shared a personal story to 
emphasize the importance of contacting the City specifically Public Works first if a homeowner has a  
sewer issue.  She expressed appreciation to Daron Uphaus and his team. 

b. City Administrator
      City Administrator Jason Wilson shared the following: 
Upcoming Policy Issues: 

• May 26, 2025 – Study Session Cancelled due to Memorial Day

• June 2, 2025 – Special Council Meeting
o Kenmore Hangar tour and discussion, leaving city hall at 3:30 anticipate arrival in

Kenmore by 5:30.

• The City was recently awarded the GFOA distinguished budget award.
GFOA (Government Financial Officers Association) established the Distinguished Budget
Presentation Awards Program in 1984 to encourage and assist state and local governments to
prepare budget documents of the very highest quality that reflect both the guidelines established
by the National Advisory Council on State and Local Budgeting and the GFOA's best practices on
budgeting and then to recognize individual governments that succeed in achieving that goal.
Approximately 1,800 governments, including states, cities, counties, special districts, school
districts, and more have been recognized for transparency in budgeting. To earn recognition,
budget documents must meet program criteria and excel as a policy document, financial plan,
operations guide, and communication too

Sumner is one of approximately 50 to receive such recognition in Washington State, and this is 
our 12th award.   
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 c. Mayor 
Mayor Hyden would like to remind everyone of the upcoming Memorial Day Holiday. The local 
Veterans of Foreign Wars will be placing flags at the cemetery on Thursday, May 8th, starting at 
4:00 PM. If you're interested in helping, please feel free to stop by and participate. The formal 
Memorial Day service will be held on Monday, May 26th at 10:00 AM, also at the cemetery. We 
extend our deepest gratitude to the families who have lost loved ones in combat. We will never 
forget their sacrifice. 

5. Executive Session
At 7:32pm, Mayor Hayden adjourned the regular meeting into Executive Session for the purposes

of discussing with legal counsel pending or threatened litigation per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) for a period 
of 15 minutes, there will be no action to follow. 

6. Adjournment
With no additional business before the council, Mayor Hayden adjourned the meeting at 7:45pm.
Councilmembers concurred.

   ATTEST: 
Michelle Converse, CMC, City Clerk 

Kathy Hayden, Mayor 
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From: MELISSA FOX
To: Carla Bowman; bbittetto@sumnerwa.gov; Pat Clerget; Andy Elfers; Greg Reinke; Matthew Kenna; Pat Cole;

Michelle Converse
Cc: Tina Burnett; Nicholas Biermann; Randall Adams; Amanda
Subject: Public Comments 2025-05-19 - Fox
Date: Monday, May 19, 2025 1:39:28 PM
Attachments: 2024 04 08 Findings and Conclusions Signed (1)(1).pdf

 External: Use caution with links/attachments.

May 19, 2025
Council Members and City Clerk:
I begin with the question: When does MEANINGFUL PUBLIC DIALOGUE with the
City Council take place? Not at City Council meetings that limit "public comments" to
3 minutes per person and specifically states that there will be no back and forth with
the Council.
As for Committee meetings, the public can OBSERVE but NOT COMMENT OR
PROVIDE INPUT during the meeting. The City Council states that their doors are
open to meet with people, but when those meetings have taken place, they aren't
documented or shown on the City's website. How do the residents of Sumner even
know questions are being asked and what the Council's responses are? There are
always more than one side to a story and the only side being told is that of the City
attorney, staff and council. Spreading of disinformation and a pattern of omission are
effective strategies used by the Sumner City Council to suppress a fair and balanced
portrayal of events.
A good example of omission, on March 17, 2025, I submitted a TNT article with my
public comments and requested it be incorporated into the Council meeting minutes.
To date, under “Public Comment” in the on-line minutes, it states “No Attachments”.
I also find it amazing how funds can be "reallocated" from one project to another.
Heritage Park is 1/3 cement. With the water feature and gazebo gone... why is the
name still "Heritage" Park - nothing related to Sumner's heritage remains in that area.
By the way, the City still hasn't released a replacement honoring the early families
who lived in Sumner. I posted my question about this and here is the response:
"There's no design yet for how all the names will go back into the park. Just to clarify,
the names returning will include all the donor names that were in the park, including
on the brick pavers, not just the fountain names." More history and recognition of the
past gone without a firm commitment to restore it.
Additionally, I am submitting a copy of the Stipulated Proposed Findings of Fact and
Conclusions of Law filed in Pierce County Superior Court on 4/8/2024, for inclusion
on the City’s website. Currently, the only representation of the 2023 lawsuit outcome
is a “Summary” filing that does not state the City’s violations which required a judge’s
ruling to enforce. The City of Sumner brought this on themselves by failing to comply
under the appropriate process including public comment and illegally issuing a
demolition permit.
The latest lawsuit represents an appeal to the City’s SEPA process. The petitioners
are filing to ensure the City is compliant with their own process.
The City has and is allowing the public to believe the Save Ryan House and Nancy
Ryan Dressel are creating frivolous litigation. In reality, a lawsuit is holding the City to
the court ordered process. The City is spinning a story of tax payer monies being
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spent to defend against this lawsuit. In truth, the City, itself, this on by disregarding
the legal process. By way of omission, the City’s website fails to reflect the complete
narrative. There are two sides to this story and only one is being told through the
City’s official website.
Melissa E. Fox 
253-548-1550 (home)
253-273-9899 (cell)
dreamscapesdesign@comcast.net
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I hope each of you had enough time to read the statewide magazine sent to you earlier 
today and handed out to you in person now with the Ryan House gracing the cover and the 
article inside that is a great overview of the history of Sumner and the Ryan House.  These 
were handed out at the annual fund raiser for the Washington Trust for Historical 
Preservation last Friday night and are being distributed all over the state. Again, we met 
with many folks interested in the fate of the Ryan House, including a retired local 
Representative in the State House who was very supportive & gave us many pointers. All 
of those we meet are like us, they can’t understand your actions over the last 23 month and 
the still unanswered question of “WHY”.  

We know it was not for money, because staff knew they had 1.9M available yet instead 
chose to represent only 1.1M to the council and no other grants were to be had. And we 
were told everyone who should have known about demolishing the Ryan House knew, yet 
we found out that was not accurate either. Instead, we have at least one council member 
who was mad because they believed the secret to demolish was leaked out a few days early. 
Yes, the council was complicit with staff in hiding the intent to demolish the Ryan House 
from citizens. Which all gets us back to WHY? I believe the intent the city acted illegally 
to demolish the Ryan House quickly was to bypass having to do an Environmental Impact 
Statement, for you all know that there is a high probability that historical ramifications will 
be verified and that may stop you from demolition and be a hindrance to your goal of 
having all Main Street being 4 story appartments. So, $75K is the current price you pay on 
top of the 60K already spent to stay away from an EIS. As we’ve heard, procedures matter 
and now is the time for the city to start following the proper procedures & complying with 
the Deed stating Library & Park! 

We know you can work with groups because the Rotary Club is raising funds specifically 
for the stage at Knoblauch Heritage Park. Your working with us was we will allow you to 
raise the unrealistic amount of 2.2M in 6 months, to then give it to the city with no strings 
attached and not even a commitment that all/any of it would go to the Ryan House. Tough 
sell to ask locals who want to support the Ryan House, telling them we don’t know where 
the funds are going to go. Business’s in town tell us they very much want to keep the Ryan 
House yet the city has told them do not to support Saving the Ryan House and even has had 
a senior executive in the city come into a business and told them to remove a flyer in a 
front window supporting Save the Ryan House. Just what kind of message do you think 
these heavy-handed efforts tell the small businesses in town about what you think of them.  
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Let me clarify a few statements made by Council Members last meeting: 

1) WJE’s report clearly stated that the answer to splitting 2X4’s was to tuck the splintered
end into a metal cap, install a wood screw to hold the splinters together and then install a
sister 2X4 next to the original to support it.

2) Why wasn’t a red tag placed on the house as soon as the council was taken through it in
May of 23 instead of waiting 4 months later, during which time nothing changed, and
placing a red tag the day after the quick triggered vote to demolish was approved? The red
tag is either a political action taken to try & support the vote to demolish or was not done 4
months earlier to deceive the public from knowing what the city was doing.

3) Nobody wants to pay more taxes for anything. Be that for Council wages, be that for
staff making over 140K while working 4 days a week in a city of less than 11,000 citizens,
be that for your 11.5M phase 3 Knoblach Heritage Park structure for new executive offices
and Council Chambers for yourselves or for high priced outside attorneys to cover your
erroneous processes. Telling citizens they will have to pay more taxes for anything is the
governmental fall back of using the “Fear of Loss Close”, which is the weakest of closing
techniques because you risk not being believed declaring the Sky is Falling all the time.
Certainly not believable when you are spending 66M on the new Utility Complex and
11.5M for your phase 3 structure. No, chicken little, the sky is not falling. Yet you did pull
that one off by raising taxes disguised as an increase in the utility bills. Because as we all
know, nobody wants to pay more taxes.

Submitted by:
R. Adams 
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