
 STUDY SESSION  
City Hall – 1104 Maple Street 
September 14, 2026 6:00 PM 

 

The city is conducting this public meeting using a hybrid model. The public is welcome to attend tonight’s meeting 
in-person at City Hall (Council Chambers), or virtually by using the meeting access link below.  
 
https://sumnerwa-gov.zoom.us/j/82861283426 
Phone one-tap: 
+12532050468,,82861283426# 
+12532158782,,82861283426#  
 
Join via audio: 
1 253 215 8782 
Webinar ID: 828 6128 3426 

  
CALL TO ORDER 
 Roll Call: Elfers, Evers, Hochstatter, Isaacs, Kenna, Malcolm and Wilsey 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS  
 1. 2026 Budget Priorities Survey Results 
 2. State of the Court 
 3. Police Department Update 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  
 
AGENDA SETTING  
 1. Council Meeting Agenda Calendar 
 2. Council Committee Meeting Agenda Calendar 
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  
ADJOURNMENT 

 

This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities. For individuals who may require special accommodations, please contact the City Clerk at 
(253) 299-5590, 24 hours in advance. 
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STUDY SESSION 
DATE: September 14, 2026 

AGENDA BILL: 26-654 

 
SUBJECT: 2026 Budget Priorities Survey Results CATEGORY: Information Only 

 
BUDGET IMPACT:   
Expenditure Required: None Within Budget Allocation: N/A 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. 2026 Survey City of Sumner Report 
   
STAFF CONTACT:  Carmen Palmer, Communications Director 

 
SUMMARY BACKGROUND:   
As part of the budget process, the City encourages people to participate in a survey to give the Council, Mayor and staff feedback on 
sentiment within the City of Sumner. The results should help the Council in the next few weeks make difficult decisions when it 
comes to prioritizing budget needs that exceed funding.  
 
This is the second biennium in which Sumner has contracted with Great Blue Research to conduct the survey and tally the responses. 
Using an independent research firm helps give the public an extra degree of confidence in responding accurately, especially if they're 
sharing critical feedback. Great Blue will present their results to the Council at this meeting. Their full report is included in the 
Agenda Packet. With this being their second survey with us, the report notes 2026 responses as well as changes since the 2024 
survey.  

 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE/STUDY SESSION:  
MEETING/STUDY SESSION DATE:  
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS/MOTION:   
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STUDY SESSION 
DATE: September 14, 2026 

AGENDA BILL: 26-658 

 
SUBJECT: State of the Court CATEGORY: Presentation 

 
BUDGET IMPACT:   
Expenditure Required: None Within Budget Allocation: N/A 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS:     
STAFF CONTACT:  Jeff Steffens, Deputy City Administrator 

 
SUMMARY BACKGROUND:   
Judge Anneke Berry will provide an update of the Sumner Municipal Court. She will be covering the updated Community Court 
program and the changes that have taken place under her leadership, as well the efficiencies that the Court has experienced as a result 
of our latest inter-local agreement with the City of Bonney Lake. 

 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE/STUDY SESSION:  
MEETING/STUDY SESSION DATE:  
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS/MOTION:   
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STUDY SESSION 
DATE: September 14, 2026 

AGENDA BILL: 26-661 

 
SUBJECT: Police Department Update CATEGORY: Presentation 

 
BUDGET IMPACT:   
Expenditure Required: None Within Budget Allocation: N/A 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   
1. 2025 Crime Overview 
   
STAFF CONTACT:  Andy McCurdy, Deputy Police Chief 

 
SUMMARY BACKGROUND:   
Chief McCurdy will provide an update on the Police Department to include a review of 2025 and the first half of 2026. 

 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE/STUDY SESSION:  
MEETING/STUDY SESSION DATE:  
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS/MOTION:   
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

SUMNER POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

September 2026 Council 
briefing 

Public safety trends, economic impact, 
accountability, and priorities

1

Chief Andy McCurdy
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

SUMNER POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

September 2026 Council briefing | Public safety trends, economic impact, accountability, and 
priorities
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

SUMNER POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

2025 / 2026 Crime & 
2025 OPS Overview

September 2026 Council briefing | Public safety trends, economic impact, accountability, and 
priorities

-30%
Overall crime (2025)
Total Group A offenses 
declined from 764 to 532.

*Reductions from 30-year high in 2022

+4.4 pp
Clearance rate (2025)
Improved from 17.8% to 
22.2%.

-55%
Stolen losses (2025)
Reported stolen property 
losses dropped sharply.

Bottom line

Current strategies are 
producing measurable 
public safety and 
economic results.
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

2025 headline: fewer crimes, higher clearance rate
A high-level snapshot for Council discussion.

532
Total Group A offenses

Down from 764 in 2024.

22.2%
Clearance rate

Up from 17.8% in 2024.

99
Group A arrests

Down from 112 (overall cases fell).

Message
Less crime to 
investigate, and a 
larger share 
solved.

Offenses Arrests Cleared
0

200

400

600

800 764

112 136

532

99 118

2024 2025

Council takeaways
• Crime continued the 

downward trend from 2024.
• Clearance rate improved 

despite lower case volume.
• Results point to continued 

value in proactive policing, 
technology, and 
partnerships.

Source: City of Sumner Police Department memoranda, 2025 Crime Statistics and 2025 OPS Report.
4

The Group A offenses collected in the NIBRS program are: Animal Cruelty, Arson, Assault Offenses, Bribery, Burglary, Counterfeiting/Forgery, Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of Property, Drug/Narcotic Offenses, 
Embezzlement, Extortion/Blackmail, Fraud Offenses, Gambling Offenses, Homicide Offenses, Human Trafficking Offenses, Kidnapping/Abduction, Larceny/Theft Offenses, Motor Vehicle Theft, Pornography/Obscene 
Material Offenses, Prostitution Offenses, Robbery, Sex Offenses, Non-Forcible Sex Offenses, Stolen Property Offenses, and Weapon Law Violations; in Washington State, an additional Group A offense is collected: 

Violation of No Contact/Protection/Anti-Harassment Order. 
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

Property crime saw the strongest improvement
Large reductions across the categories residents and businesses feel most directly.

Motor vehicle 
theft

Robbery Destruction of 
property

Larceny/theft Burglary
-65

-55

-45

-35

-25

-15

-5

-57

-50

-41

-33

-24

-57%
Vehicle theft
89 cases in 2024; 
38 in 2025.

-33%
Larceny/theft
225 cases in 2024; 
150 in 2025.

Likely drivers
• Directed patrol and targeted 

enforcement
• Public awareness and regional auto 

theft efforts
• Investigative follow-up and 

technology

Source: City of Sumner Police Department memoranda, 2025 Crime Statistics and 2025 OPS Report.
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

Areas to monitor: serious violence and fraud
Overall trends are positive, with a few categories needing continued attention.

Aggravated assault Rape reports Fraud index
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2024 2025

Violent crime review
• Aggravated assaults increased from 22 to 28.
• Reported rapes increased from 3 to 6; 

numbers remain low.

Fraud prevention
• Fraud rose 17%, consistent with scam and 

cyber-enabled crime trends.
• Education and financial institution 

partnerships are key.

Domestic violence
• DV offenses decreased slightly from 85 to 81.
• Protection order violations dropped 50%.
• DA-LE and DVHRT Implemented

Source: City of Sumner Police Department memoranda, 2025 Crime Statistics and 2025 OPS Report.
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

Crime reduction also protects the local economy
Lower losses mean fewer claims, disruptions, repairs, and replacement costs.

Stolen property losses Property damage
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2024 2025

$2.26M
Less stolen loss

$4.09M to $1.83M.

$451K
Less damage
$632K to $181K.

Why it matters

• Reduced financial burden on residents 
and businesses

• Fewer business interruptions and repair 
costs

• Greater confidence for customers, 
visitors, and investment

Source: City of Sumner Police Department memoranda, 2025 Crime Statistics and 2025 OPS Report.
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

Recommended focus for the next budget cycle
Sustain what is working while watching emerging risks.

SUSTAIN 
RESULTS

Continue property crime 
reduction
• Directed patrol and offender 

accountability
• ALPR and investigative 

technology
• Regional partnerships

SPOT RISKS 
EARLY

Review violence trends quarterly
• Aggravated assault patterns
• Weapons use and repeat 

locations
• Repeat offenders and DV 

connections

PREVENT VICTIMIZATION

Expand fraud prevention
• Online scams and identity theft
• Elder and financial exploitation
• Bank and community 

partnerships

Strategic investment framing
Personnel, training, technology, and partnerships are not just operating 
costs; they protect residents, strengthen businesses, and support 
Sumner’s long-term economic vitality.

Source: City of Sumner Police Department memoranda, 2025 Crime Statistics and 2025 OPS Report.
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CITY OF SUMNER

Technology Use Case Studies: Flock Public Safety Cameras
Crime alerts and investigations—with auditing and agency data-use agreements

Thompson Street shooting
Tukwila Police identified the suspect vehicle’s travel pattern, 
helping Sumner make an arrest.

East Valley road rage shooting
Records corroborated the vehicle and damage; Kent located it with 
bullet holes and owner made admissions of guilt. 

WinCo shooting and carjacking
Records helped track the carjacked vehicle and locate the juvenile 
suspects.

Stolen motorhome
A new plate was linked to the RV; repeated Yakima sightings 
allowed the case to be closed.

Sexual Assault
Confirmed identity of suspect and current residence and was able 
to obtain and serve arrest and search warrants. 

Internal safeguards
Regular auditing of 
system access and 
searches

External safeguards
Agency agreements 
require appropriate 
data use
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

Operational review: accountability and oversight
2025 OPS review adds context on pursuits, complaints, collisions, and commendations.

7
Vehicle pursuits
Six were within policy; one resulted 
in counseling.

6
Legal interventions

Five were within policy.

3
OPS complaints
All were internal; no citizen 
complaints documented.

1
Awards
Received for lifesaving actions.

Pursuits Complaints
0

2

4

6

8

10

3

9

1

8

3

5

7

3

2022 2023 2024 2025

Council takeaway

• Pursuits increased, but most were 
policy-compliant and tied to stolen 
vehicles, DUI, or agency assistance.

• OPS complaints continued a multi-year 
decline.

• Policy exceptions resulted in 
counseling and review.

Source: City of Sumner Police Department memoranda, 2025 Crime Statistics and 2025 OPS Report.
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City of Sumner Police Department | 2025 Crime & OPS Overview

Use of force review: policy compliance and de-
escalation
A concise accountability summary.

14
Use-of-force incidents

All independently reviewed.

0
Sustained bias complaints
No sustained complaints alleging 
bias-based policing.

Oversight message
Reviews found uses of force consistent with 
policy, with officers gaining compliance or 
transitioning to lesser force as appropriate.

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
0

2

4
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8

10

12
10

2 2

What this shows
• Most incidents were Level 1 control-hold or 

compliance techniques.
• No trends or issues were noted requiring 

further inquiry, concern, training, or policy 
review.

• The department continues reviewing data to 
support fair and equitable policing.

Source: City of Sumner Police Department memoranda, 2025 Crime Statistics and 2025 OPS Report.
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CITY OF SUMNER

2026 YTD Operational 
Trends
January–July activity compared with the same period in 
2025

Key read: service demand is steady, while 
arrests and higher-level traffic outcomes are up.

Police events

7,738
-1.5%

Reports opened

799
+8.3%

Arrests

173
+16.9%

Comparison method: apples-to-apples Jan–Jul YTD, not 7-month actuals versus full-year totals.

Source: 2026 dashboard through July; 2025 Department Statistics report. Page 48 of 54



CITY OF SUMNER

YTD Snapshot: Demand Is Steady, Outcomes Are Up
January–July 2026 compared with January–July 2025

Police dispatched events

7,738
-1.5%

Original reports

799
+8.3%

Total arrests

173
+16.9%

Collisions

128
-6.6%

Percent change from 2025 YTD

Police events -1.5%

Original reports +8.3%

Arrests +16.9%

Collisions -6.6%

Pattern so far
• Calls for service are essentially flat

• More cases are being opened

• Arrest activity is running materially higher

• Collisions are trending lower

Source: 2026 dashboard through July; 2025 Department Statistics report. Page 49 of 54



CITY OF SUMNER

Traffic Pattern: Fewer Stops, Stronger Enforcement Outcomes
The mix is shifting away from routine infractions and toward higher-risk violations

Change versus Jan–Jul 2025

Traffic stops -5.3%

Traffic infractions -37.6%

Criminal traffic citations +6.9%

DUI arrests +23.8%

DWLS drivers +44.3%

DWLS drivers

+44.3%

DUI arrests

+23.8%

Council-level read

Stops are slightly lower, but criminal 
traffic, DUI, and suspended-driver 
outcomes are higher.

Note: Parking/other infractions are not featured because 2026 coding may not be directly comparable to 2025 categories. Page 50 of 54



CITY OF SUMNER

Current Pace Suggests a Stable-to-Slightly-Higher 
WorkloadProjection assumes Jan–Jul pace continues through December

2025 actual vs. 2026 annualized pace

Police events 13,121
13,265 +1.1%

Original reports 1,319
1,370 +3.8%

Total arrests 257
297 +15.4%

DUI arrests 39
45 +14.3%

Collisions 248
219 -11.5%

2025 actual 2026 projected

Projection read

• Police events: +1%
• Reports: +4%
• Arrests: +15%
• Collisions: -12%

Projection = Jan–Jul actual ÷ 7 × 12; use as directional, not a forecast. Page 51 of 54



CITY OF SUMNER

Council Takeaways
What the comparison shows so far this year

Service demand is steady

Police dispatched events are essentially flat compared with the same period last year.

Workload quality is shifting

More original reports and arrests suggest a more substantive case/enforcement mix.

Targeted traffic enforcement is having an impact

Routine infractions and collisions are down, while DUI, DWLS, and criminal traffic outcomes are up.

Safety indicators are mixed but encouraging

Collisions are lower YTD; keep monitoring serious driving behavior and repeat offenders.

Use the YTD lens going forward

Monthly apples-to-apples comparisons vs. annualizing.

Source: 2026 dashboard through July; 2025 Department Statistics report. Page 52 of 54



CITY OF SUMNER

Community Survey Signals Support for Police Resources
Residents value safety and police service—and still prioritize prompt response, traffic safety, and visible presence.

Safety is a community strength

94.7% feel safe walking during the day

Police service satisfaction

87.6% satisfied with police services

Future priority

63.5% rank prompt police response 
as a top priority

What the study adds

• Safety is now one of Sumner’s strongest quality-of-life drivers, including “safe place to live / low crime” as a 
leading reason residents choose Sumner.
• Traffic remains a top residential concern, while public disorder, homelessness, drug/alcohol crime, and lack of 
police presence/code enforcement appear in reasons residents feel unsafe.
• The report recommends reinforcing safety and police services as demonstrated community strengths while 
recognizing that declining prioritization may reflect residents feeling well met.

Resource implication
Adding officers and police 
resources helps sustain prompt 
response while expanding proactive 
traffic safety, visible presence, 
problem-solving, and investigative 
follow-up.

Source: 2026 Community Budget Study, pages 7, 12, 17, 21, 24, and 29. Page 53 of 54



CITY OF SUMNER

Council Takeaways

Source: 2026 dashboard through July; 2025 Department Statistics report.

Questions?
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